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ier His late Majeſty ef Great Britain had Publickly, 


and upon all Occaſions, expreſs d His A Fat J | 
for the many Signal Services He had receiv'd from 
the Houſe of Brandenburg, and his Pruſſian Majeſty 


in particular, it was very Surprizing, to ſee that Prince exclu- 
ded from his Right: of Succeſſion, into thoſe Principalities, Lands 


and Eſtates, which had, for many Generations, paſs d regularly 
one Family into another, without 1nter- 


miſſion; and this ly a WILL, which (in contradliction to the 


moſt Expreſs and Formal Settlements of Rene Prince of Orange, 
the Counteſs Ann de Buren, and Prince Frederick-Henry, 


Grandfather both to the late King William, and the King of 


Pruſſia) cuts off his Pruſſian Majeſty from the Inheritance of 


his Anceſtors, to which he hath the cleareſt and moſt Uuqueſtio« 


| nable Title in the World. The King of Pruſſia migbt reaſonably 
expect a more Equitable Treatment for the Powerful Aſfiltance 
he gave the late King, in 168 8, and during the whole courſe 


of the laſt War. 


0 Therefore zt ſeems a Reflection upon the Memory of our late : 
Glorious Sovereign, (who had ever the Charatter of a miſt Gene- 


rous Prince, and Kind Relation) to give ſuch 4 Violent Inter- 


pretation to his Will, in which. there is no mention of Revoking 
vr Aunulling the VVills and Diſpoſitions of His Anceſtors, but 

Alis own only. What ſhould encline His Majeſty to make ſuch a 

Mill, tis not my Province to Enquire; my Endeavour has bees 
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J conclude, 1 cannot ſerve, what” nlite Satisf, j 
and A d vantage the French Court expetted to 
| Bone of Contention, thrown, as it ſeem d, among the Confederates 
But that old Bribing Monarch miſt” "always deſpair « of havin 
bis Projects thrive at Berlin, however Succeſsful he- may have 
been in other Courts of Germany ; For His Pruſſian Majeſty 
bas given the World a moſt convincing. Inſtance of His Royal 
Ter emper and Moderation, in for bearing to afſert 
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| — — Pretenders to the Priacipalities, Lands, 
aud Domains of che Fioule of Noſakt bilrOrarge (as 25 
they staut with a perperuat Trudteſtabliſtied upoti the 
Wehr of: 'Ekderſhip} and to the other Eſtates: che fer k -ineor- 
porated:by che Marriage of | Ame # Egmont, Counteſs of Bu- 
on, ch William the Great, Ninth Prince of Orange, e, and 
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ted · Prorinces, and uſually known there bythe Name of il. 


= En 'Prifice- of Naſſas-Orange,” becauſe be Firſt  ſereletf 
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And as cheſe — have de no Right at all, be fac 
| Titles: as are o.]. no longet valid, or have no Reſpect or Re- 
ation te he Tru beſore mention d. Im the mean time, Gr 
the Publick ſhallrcveivewhiore:a mple Information, ſup 
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- eg gr range, William I. Anne 


Thruſt; This Poſirion we advance u 


exact will have it) in the Year 79 
lity of Orange, and other conſid 
That he 


ceſſors till the 8 117 
Charters of Orang 


: fn its exactneſs as far as it goes. 


1 their Co 
2 


| Fate of Chilon nd and Claudia his Siſter, who 


to which we cauld not. hitherto obtain. Acceſs ) 


Pruſſia, and after him, his Le irimare Heirs and Deſcendants 1 
are, by Virtue of the ſeveral e the Princes Ren 
"'Egment Counteſs of 8 
, and Frederict-Henry, and by the pęrpernaf Trum and 
hr he of Elderſhip eſtabliſhed i in that Family, the'only- 1 
Legal Heirs of the ſaid Teſtators, 1 the 


agree, and it 18 
Orange, That William Cornet, or un — 
the Ro. val Houle of Bug, r . 
che —— end of the E ant. Cas others 
7 are the Þ 
erable Territories in Bu urguny. 

no Iſſue, beſidas one Daughter nm d r Ambri; 
who was married to 'Rlas: or Geſclin, a great Lord in the 
Kingdom of Arles, who is generally ſaid to be of the Family 
of Beaux. We can determine io! certain of their Suc- 
The forcible Removals of the 
Fire in 1562, have hindred us 
from giving an —— — Account, bur we may rely 


WA Rbamband III. So Son of 75 4 J. dyin 
end, by Will, all his Eſtate Nibrge dying 
5 II. 1 — Wife wy: —.— de Beans. In this Family, at 
that time very powerful in Provence, the Succeſſion of Orange 
continued till R V. who had only one Daughter mar- 
ried to Jab IV. of Chilon, Lord of Ariay in the Year 1386. 
of Marriage concluded 
all the Eſtate of the Houſe of Beaux paſſed into 
Chilor,. and Lewis Eldeſt Son of IV. and Mary 
rel de United Succeſpon of the Two Houſes of Beam and 
Oblllan upon his own Deſcendants ; the laſt of which were 


| ma- 


= at * * n * WE « * 4 a A * 4 be * 8 a 
* dh > * . * a ITS» : r * * R a Ch F dg 
mY 2 CID ** x » 2 pt IO I * . N * n fn ns = x , 4 2 a 9 ö A ES NS 3 VS hs 4-4 
a ; * N 4 y 13 »; Pads 8 
* c * — "1 n 9 
1 7 4 5 p 1 
Fl > a 4 wt 5 . T 
; : , ” 
* * 5 1 3 
7 N * bo 
#1 {3% WEE 4 * * 
\ 8 * \ 
** p +.) : « — % 
I” # . 
: 
2 * | | | 
4 
N 
* 


227 farther rr W be plat the Archives a 


rith of April * 


mes in 130, by dis Laſt Will and Codicil, left che Inherk- 
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Ear y U. 8 Great, kad of Naſſar, 
Fre , Phildbert dying unmarried before Fs. 
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tance to his Siſter Claudia, who had before been appointed 

| Heireſs of her Brocher by the Teſtament of their Father 

John V. of ng N e. Her only Son Rex? de Naſſan, na- 

med de Chalen by other's fi fide, join d the Inheritance of 

de Houſes Of Bae 0 is that of ert de N Fran hi 
Father. This Rent having, 1 be 1775 Anne de Lor- 
la Wil au 1 e chat died ve ug. made _ 
Ia and Teſtament in oe 1 

by che Emperor Charles V. not only 1 

in quality, of Lord Paramount of the Countries and Pg 

vinces, in which the moſt confiderable part of the Prince's 

Eſtate was ſituated. See the Octtoy, Numb. T. i» the Appendix, 

and the Will of Prince Rene at large, Numb. Il. 

The Diſpoſitive Claufe of Settiement i in the ſaid Will runs 


thus, | 
Ad if it ſpall hapy that we ſbould depart this Life without 
leaving any lawful [ſue then already pag, ar in appearance to be 
Born; or that ſuch Ide ſhould die without Legitimate Eftirs of 
their Bodies lawfully to be begotten in Marriage; that then, 
and in ſuch caſe, We have provided and or ops, and 45 
hereby provide and ordain, the Eldeſt Son good Lord 
and Vick, by the Father's fide, my Lor William Earl of 
Nati. bs; Hl bs at the day of Our Deceaſe, 
without lawful Ie, to be and Univerſal Heir or Sub. 
ſſtitute, aden default of our ſaid Iſſue. And if ſuch Eldeft Son, 
after having entred upon our Inheritance and Succeſſion, ſhall die 
without ian, bop 25 Fg the _—_ Son of our 
ſaid Lord Willi wcceed to him; and for Default 
of ſuch Secand Sen, then the next Male Heir: Aud for default of 
Male Heirs, to the next Female Iſſue of our ſaid Lord Earl 
William. And upon 1 * of. both Mate and Female Line 
of the ſaid Lord Earl William, We will and ordain, That a 


our ſaid Eſtates, Principalities, Fies Lands, Lordſhips, Rights, 
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aupon rhe Right of Elderfflp by Pt 


Truſt eltablined 
+ Paper and confirm'd by 
q: 2 ther Ma T. By their ſeveral Teſtaments, the one 


t Broſſeh,the 20th 1 g's x618, andthe othet at 
0:74 phi, the 1 3th bf 4711 l 55, The firſt 257 ſubſtirated 
to the Male tas of his Brothers the Princes, Maurice, and 
Frederick-Henry, the Eldeſt Son of Earl John de N aſſau, his 
Tele by the Tales s fide, and after bim bis Heirs Mate, ſub- 
527 L to them the Scher Sons of the ſaid Earl fohn. And the 
fcond, viz. Prince Maurice, having ſubſtituted to his Brother 
Fyederict-Heury, and to his ; lawfal Reirs and Deſtendants, hir 
\Coufen Erneſt G 
for Has 
theſe Sect! tan be of no force, as 
trary to the above - mentioned Teſtament of Po rigee Reb, who 
| Reſt N to be I. with the Condition 
eſtrition of a T ruſt 
Ta the firſt place calling, 


E as aforeſaid, the faid 
Wn Cotarr probe repay or pe rene 

w e Order in g. accord 
— the Courſe of Nature, his own Heirs and 
40 thoſe of his Brother. So that while the Heirs of Prince 


Milan I. are . the Prince Philip William conld not take 


- Away a Right 3 
7 7 of R 


reference, and the expreſs Di 
ry Che the Truſt ; neither a 


ae this Diſpoftion and Ri tio acquired, Nomi- 
age the Son of Excl ae 
che 8 Prins of Ag It way be offer'd, 

Ti wt of Prince Philip William . irs Effect, 
4 to the Eſtate of his Mocher ms # mont, Coun- 
0 Buren, Which is no way cone d in the 


To 


„ third Son of Earl John de Naſſau, and 
of on, him, his "Right Heirs aud Deſc 5 wag Be 2 479 — 


eſtabliſhed by Right of 


perhaps, that the 


of Rent. | 
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- Hausband, giving him, bis Lis 20 fab ard exthre 112 
6 7 of 157 of her e if he have Childcen by 
ſequent that thoſe Children fball have age ba Prov 


perty- of all the Eftate of the T. eftatrixs — ſhe made them a. 
land geveral» Donation for ever, der them der te 8 
Sarrefſors:: Always — That if 
== papers, rs, opp „ een he, 
ws 


kia See Sou Sts deres Privae: Williawi, 
rhe Great, it known by all Men to be the Prince Frederick 
Henry, Grandfather to the King of Prafie; ind Who get the. 
Death of Prince Philip, ought to be che ſole Heir of the En- 
tire Suceeſſion of the Counteſs: of Ben. Therefore: tis a: 
frivolous Objection, That Prinee Frederick Hrury ſuſſer d his 
Brother Prince Maurice, ro enjoy the Inheritance during 
Life, ſince that Prince never Marzying, and Frederick being 
fole Heir, his Intereſt could reteive no Projudice by it. What 
4 farrher, is of as little force, That the Coun- 
refs d de Buren, diſpoſed. the Settlement Canditionally,.. 
and in caſe her Children ſhould Deceaſe- before their Father; 
For this Condition reaches only. the Father, and the Ufoftry- 
Quary' Poſſeſſon granted to him for Life: And it is to be 
underſtood, Thar in cafe the Coumeſs Ams Children had 
furvived their Father, his Sub#itztion muſt have ceaſed. But 
| 29s the Second Caſe of Subſtitution, it would have fill 
ciontinu d in reſpect of the Iſſue of Miliam l. by his — 2 
Marriage, particularly in the Perſon of Prince Frederict F7enry, 
on whom the Inheritance of the Counteſs Are ought to 
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t the of Printe Rene; but alſo contradiftebehother., The 
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| the Petton of Coonr e le, Now, fince it has been 
_ -everthe Opinion and Reſolution of all the Lawyers, That 
Petperual Truſts, eſtabliſhed in the Families of Princes, are 
© Vralterable, and oughe to be confidered as a fort of Pei or 
Incumbrance, the Poſſeſſor being as Debtor, obliged to re- 
linquiſh it to his Subſtitute, as to a Creditor. Theſe Princes 
could not remove this Right from tlie other Heirs and De- 
fcendants of William I. who were to Succeed them, eſpecially 
from thoſe of their Brother, Prince Frederick-Henry,. whoſe 
Children ſucceſſively by virtue of the above mention d Settle- 
tnents of the Princes Rene and William I. have the fame Right 
tlleir Father himſelf had. This is that Right which Prince 
Frederick- Henry Renew'd and Confirmed, after he had entirely 
United in himſelf all the Inheritance of ' Naſſau-Ch4/0n-Orange, 
 althon gh divided between him and his Brothers, but without 
prejudicing their Poſterity, as it will appear more at large 
Nr. Re: ſettling, as he did by his Will, the Succeſſion 
of his Family, in the Order appointed by the Teſtaments of 
the Princes Ree and NVilliam I. his Father. His Will, altho, 
Already Publick, is hereto annexed, (mark'd in the Appendix, 
Numb. VII) This Will was made according to the Ocrrey of 
the Lords the States of Holland, that of the Council of Bra- 
ant, and that of the Province of Zealand: All theſe Ofroys 
impowering him to Inſtitute and Subſtitute through all the De- 
gee; a Power never granted to any before this Prince. By 
_ Virtue of theſe Powers, join'd with the Settlements of Rexe 
and his Father, who had ee eſtabliſned a perpetual Truſt 
upon the Right of Elderſhip, the ſaid Prince appoints as Heir 
of all his Eſtate, Feodal aud Alodial, Moveable or Immoveable, 
Jewels, Goods and Chattels, Rents and Suits, His Son Prince 
Milliam II. and after him, His Lawful Heirs and Deſcendants, 
providing always, That the Sons, and the Elder of them, 
mould Inherit before the Daughters. Secondly, in caſe the 
_ Legitimate Heirs and Deſcendants = Prince V. ge 2 
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2 Pranc 2 Lo 7 e Heireſs of 
all his Eftate, a as well ] Feod as Alledial, oveable aud Immove- 
able, Rents aud Suits, without Exc — 5 or Reſervation : 
© Which Princeſs was after Marric _ to Frederick-William, | le- 
Aor of Brandenburgh, and Mother to bis Len Mafeſty. 
In the Third Pla 7 For default of the Princeſs | viſe, . and her 
lawful. Heirs and eſcendants, at 1 PT, time they / ld 
15 to. fail, The Teſtator ſubſtitutes ag | appoints to, In- 
herit his whole Eſtate, The next . E/deſt- of = n "_ 
which was the . Princeſs A/bertiye-4gnes, after Marri 
Prince William- Frederick of Naſſau-Dietz, Corner of 2 
Provinces of Frizeland. 09 Gronin 10 0 ol Fourthly, For For 
default of the ſaid. Princeſs, | her -lawfu and Deſcen 
dants, tl he Teſtator ſubſtitutes and m = oth! Dai heh 
ters, ig. The. 1 


| rinceſs He rietta- Vine, 
of Prince George df Aubalt, 1 the i Pome 2% 1 21 
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| — Countels of .Burey, which Succeſſion äs defolyed, on the 
„ Bri ice” Frederict-Henry, tenewed and perpetuated in his 
Paoſterity, and the Family of the Princes of Head” "of 


5 18 
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anne a ESRI) d adigh _ þ 
This Information was preparing for the Preſs, when 


xhe Teſtament of His late Majeſty William III. King of 


42 * 


Great Britain, of Glorious Memory, was open d a tlie 
Hague on the | 8th of Hay, by the Commiſſioners of the 
Court of Holland, rhe Copy of which being already pu- 
blick, is not neceſſary to be ſubjoined here. By the Con- 
tents of this Will, Monfieur the Prince Frizo de Naſſau, at 
pteſent Governor and Captain Qeneral of the Provinces 
Of .Friez/and and, Groninguen, is declared the Sole and Uni- 
verſal Heir of all che Eſtate, both Fecdal and Allodial, 
Ieft by the late Ring at his Death. His Majeſty therein 
alledging, That he makes this Fiege by Vice of an 
Octrey of the moſt Potent Lords, the States of Holland and 
8 pet. krieland, Dated the 15th of June, 1673. He te- 
- yokes alſo, quaſhes and annuls all Wills, Teſtaments, Co- 
dicils, and other precedent Settlements, by him made; 
. Willing, that they be not obſerved in any wiſe; and their 
„High Mightineſſes the States General, are deſired to be the 
Executors after the opening of this Will. The Miniſter of 
the King of Pruſſia immediately ſent His Majeſty a Copy, 
and waiting His Majeſty's further Commands, he the fame 
day Addrefied. Their High Mightineſſes with the Memo- 
rial in the A ppendix, Numb. 9. repreſenting, That the ſaid 
Will regards not, neither can be legally conſtrued to affect 
any other Part of His late Majeſty the King of Great Bri- 
- zain's Eſtate, but that only, of which his faid late Maje- 
ſty was in clear and abſolute Poſſeſſion, and could freely 
 «diſpoſe-/at his pleaſure. So that the ſaid Will cannot any 
way extend to the Eſtate in Truſt, as it is reſtrained by 
the Teſtamentary Settlements, and the perpetual Truſt 
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Fre 7 ederick- Henry; But by che Deceaſe of His late Majeſty 
'of Great Britain without The! the whole Sueceſſiön is : 


_ devolved on his Majeſty the "King of Priſſa, Eldeſt Son 
.of the Princeſs . r Orange, Eldeſt Daughter of Prince 


- Frederick- Henry. is Majeſty the King of Pruſſia being in- 


formed of theſe wing thought fit, by his Letter to their 


f Higli-Mightineſſes, of the 14th of the ſame Month, to re- 


pteſent more at large, His undoubted Right and Title to 


_the Succeſſion and Truſt of Prince Frederick>Henry, referring 


to a more proper Place the Exceptions, which may be made 
to the Teſtament of His late Majeſty, the King of Great Bri- 

Zain, of what Nature ſoever they be, always reſerving His 
Right and Claims entire, if ay ſhould attempt to prejudice 
them by Virtuge'of the Will. The King of Pruſfta adds this fur- 
ther Requeſt, That ſince the DIBfFos Clauſe of Settlement 
in the Will of his late Grandfather Prince 'Frederick-Henry, 
appears to be determined in favour of his Majeſty, their High- 
Mightineſſes will generouſly continue their Aſſiſtance in 
the Execution of the ſaid Will; by ſeparating the Inheri- 
tance, and the Eſtäte in Tru, from thoſe things, in 
which the late King had an "Abfolute Property, and could 
diſpoſe, as he pleaſed. Therefore ſincè the Teſtament 


of the late King of Grea? Britain, does, and can of Right 8 


only regard the Eſtate Feodal or Allodial, of which his 
Majeſty had the Proper Ak folute Poffeſſion, „ and which 
he hath diſpoſed in purſuance of the Oftroy of the States 
of the Province of Holland, we are willing to put it to 
Iſſue, Whether the faid Teſtament can reach that part of 
his late Majeſty's Eſtate, which is without the Extent of 
the ſaid oe, as being ſituated in other Provinces, and 


under other Soyereigns. However, it is moſt certain, 


That this Diſpoſal” by Pill (tho' it had not been ob- 
ſtructed by the undeniable Right of a perpetual Truſt) 


could not extend to the Principality of Orange, which is 


; neither 
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neither Feodal nor Allodial Eſtate to be diſpoſed: of, but 
a Sovereignty, which for Nine Ages hath been Inheri- 


table by Daughters upon Default of the Males, and 


which hath been ſo conveyed by Heireſſes into other Fa- 


milies, vir. as we obſerved before, by Herimbrue Daugh- 
ter of Villiam au Cornet, into the Family of Rolin, or 


Goſſetin 5 by Tiburga II. into that of Beaux; by Mary 


into that of Chalan; by Claudia into the Houſe of Naſſau: 
And now by the Right of Louiſe Princeſs of Orange,. and 


Electoreſs of Brandenlurgh into that Family, and the chief 


* 


thereof the King of Pruſſia. | Beſides, there is not the 


leaſt appearance, that his late Majeſty had any Inten- 


tion to alter the ſaid Teſtaments and Truſts created- bx 


is Anceſtors; eſpecially that of Prince Frederick» Henry, 


ſince he only quaſhes and annuls in his ſaid Will, all! 


his on former Settlements. and. Bequeſts, without mak- 
ing any mention of thoſe of his Anceſtors, much leſs 
of the Will of Prince Frederick- Henry , though his Ma- 
jeſty was other 
ſtament. 


* Farther, it puts this Matter beyond all Queſtion, when we 
conſider the Sentiments and Reſolutions of his late Majeſty 
of Great Britain, in Reference to the Will of Charles II. King 


of Spain, made in favour of the Duke of Anjou, fo highly 
injurious to the Rights of his Imperial Majeſty, and his Auguſt 


Family, by the clear and expreſs Diſpoſitiaus of his Anceſtors; 
His Majeſty not only reſenting the Indignity offer d to the 


Houſe of 4«/ria ; but alſo having entred into Alliances with 


their High · Mightineſſes to redreſs it. All the World knows, 
with what inceſſant Application King Milliam labour 'd with 
his Parliament, the laſt Years of his Reign, to ſettle the Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown of England in the Proteſtant Line. Then 


what probability is there, that a Prince ſo clear-{ighted, ſo 


provident, ſo zealous to preſerve a good underſtanding among 


his 
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wiſe well apprized of the force of that Te- 
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cannot reaſonably be taken to extend farther, than his own 
proper Eſtate) give occaſion to have all the Settlements and 
Truſt of his Anceſtors diſputed, tho eſtabliſhed in che moſt 
formal and expreſs manner. Mis Majeſty in his great Wiſdom 
might have foreſeen, that this muſt needs raiſe the gteateit 
Feuds and Diſturbances, chat ever were, in his own Family, 
and amongſt his neareſt Relations. It may be obſerved yet 
farther, that this Will was made but Eight and forty Days 
.afrer the taking of Namur, that is, in eflect, after tliat ſigual 


Service, which che Troops of Brandenburgh performed upon 


that occaſion, and for ich che late King declared himſeif ſo 
ſenſibly obliged. This is confirmed by the Letter it ſelf 


Dated from the Camp. at O / ile the zd of. Septęmler 1695. (in 
be Appendix Numb iX.) The manner of Expreſſion in that 


Letter leaves no room to ſuſpect, that ſo God a King, and 
o Generous. # Kinſman, would in a 1 
the Acknowledgment by debarring the King of Priſſa of his 
Right to. which he has ſo. juſt and ſolid à Claim by Birth. 
This his late Majeſty well knew, and had declared his ſatis- 
faction and acquieſcence by fo many repeated Promiſes, as 
not only aſſured the King of Praſſa of the Truſt, but inclin'd 
him to hope, they might entitle him to the proper Inheritance 
of his late Majeſty. I W ET 05 
Here we might ſtrengthen our Argument with the Teſtimo- 
nies of the Miniſters, and others of his late Majeſty'sServants ; 
FPromiſe made by his late Majeſty in the Lear 1688, When 
the King of Pruſſa aſſiſted him in his Paſſage to England, by 
lending his Troops, and engaging againſt France, with what 
happy Succeſs it's well kuown. Not to omit what paſſed 
upon this occaſion at the Hague in the Near 1691, at the 
- Maiſon du Bois boſore a full Table, and in the preſence of ſe- 
weral. Engliſb Noblemen 5 and others, Perſons of the ſirſt _ 
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Touſe, of Brandenburgh, are 4 ſufficient Idftanee of Mtir Ac 
knowledgn cit of the King of Praia Title, mt" chat they 
confider'd his  Majelty as preſuniptive Heir $f that 'Priniciye- 
lity. And frei che Sigel 7 and” Zeal of the late EI 
of Brandenburgh in advancing the Intereſts of rhe” late King 
from the time of lis Mitiotity, and that FEärheftners of Nis 
Son the King of Pruſſa in aſſilting him, ever fine Hts Recer- 
oi to the Grown Of Eegliad, fave döler bad this” 2 leaſe,” 
That no Injury ſhould be done his Pruſſan-MAjRtY iir refpæce 
of the Settlements of his Anceſtors. bY, 


* 


ment. | 


Therefore nothing can be more Injurious to the otherwiſe - 
Glorious Memory of King William, than to aſſert, That his 
Majefty's Will hath defeated or derogated from the perpetual 
Truſt created by his Anceſtors. This would be to deſtroy . 
by Conjectures and Irregular Methods of violence the Rights 
of his Majeſty the King of Pruſſia, and all thoſe, who. after 
him and his Heirs ſhall be Intituled to the Benefit of the faid 
Truſt. Such a Proceeding as it is Null and Void in it ſelf, 
ſo it oppoſes all the Rules of Legal Interpretation. To In- 
ſtance in a few, That every Teſtator is underſtood to diſpoſe of 
his own Property, not that of another. That that Meaning is to 
be follow'd, which corrobarates Precedent Wills, not that- which 
deſtroys them. That Senſe is to be preferred, which leaſt favours * 
tbe. Nullity. . That the Wards of a Teſtament are to be taken in 
their Natural Signification, with ſeveral other Maxims to the 
ſame effect. Upon the whole: By admitting this fore d In- 
terpretation, his Majeſty will find himſelf obliged, in Ho- 
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wy Hof Prince Eres 


to his Family, to uſe his. beſt Endeavours . 
Truſt, according to the Tenour of the 
erick-Henury his Grandfather, which” his. 
neſs the Prince of Naſſau cannot controvert, ſince his 
er the Prince Wiliam-Frederick, and his Grandmo- 


co maintain che 


5 
h 


+ ther Albertine- Agnes, have acknowledged it by receivin 8 the 


Portion and 
the, Determinations of t 


cies appointed by the ſaid Teſtament. For 
Dead 4 5 once, admitted, 22 
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e by the Emperor Charles V. T Rees, Prisce 
range, "Dated the z4th of May Wer 


noa 78 


NHARLES, by the Divine Clemency, Emperor of the Ro- 
' mans, Ever Au guſt, King of 8 4 Leon, Granada, 
B Arragon, Navarre, Naples, Sicily, May the 54 

| Indies, and Terra firma of the main Ocean, , Arch Duke Duke of daſs: 
Duke of Burgundy, Lotricque, Brabant, Li 
Geldres ; Earl of Flanders, Artois, Burgundy, Palatine of 


Holland, Zealand, Ferette, Hagenau, Namur and Zutpben, Prince of 


Suabia, Marqueſs of the Holy 2 Lord of Friexdend, Salms, Ma- 


lines, of the City, Town and 

Groningen, and Ruler in Aſia and Aries To all thoſe, w 

ſee thefe Preſents, Health. Be it known, That at the humble Sup- 

plication of our Moſt Dear and Faithful Couſin, Knight of Our 

So pk a <p and Captain-General of Holland and 22 the 

: e, and Earl of Naſſau, We have Granted, Conſen- 
2 a and 5 


to the ſaid Prince of Orange, and do hereby 
-D Grant, 
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Gran, 8 and Ordain, b y giving him Leave and Licenſe of - 
. Oure clpecial Grace That, of all his Fiefz, Lands, Herediraments, 


and other Eltare — 785 I. and wherelocyer they be Situate io 
Our Dominions, which he now Poſſeſſes, or eafter acquire, 
He. ſhall, and may ike and ordain ſuch Will and Teſtament, be- 
Notary! ang Witneſſes, * AI otherwiſe, as he ſhalt 
gh 5 And by this bis laſt Will aß Teſtament, ſhall, and 
iſpoſe and ſettle his ſaid Fiefs, La Herediraments, 2nd 
Eſtates whatſoever, either bequeathing, or giving them Wholly, 
or in Part, according, to the Cuſtom 'of the Country where the 
ſaid Fiefs; Lands. Hereditaments: and Eſtates fhall be firiated, or 
charging them with Rents Entail'd, of Temporary, by/ way of 
Alms, for the good of his Soul, in Partition among his Children 
or Friengs, or S het as he ail ph eee and this Bis. Lt Will 
d: 


and Teſtimerit ow have Pow Augment, nt, Diminiſh, A 
laber Away as often as he ſbali judge 
"it — Which fai Teſtament ſo made and ordained, We 
do Confirm, Ratifie,” and Approve, and from henceforth, We Wilk 
and declare by theſe Preſents, That it be in full Force and Virtue, 
and as ſuch ſhall always be taken and underſtood; and that thoſe 
to whom the ſaid prince of Orange ſhall give and bequearh his ſaid 
Fiefs, Lands, Hereditame or other Eſtates whatſoever, or aſſign 
Nents them, ' ſhall Hayt the full Benefit thereof, as if Con- 
firmation had paſſed: defore Us and our Feudataries, or before the 
Lords and others, of whom the faid Fiefs are held. Always pro- 
vided That Our Couſin the Prince of Orange, ſhall not in any wiſe 
diſpoſe or ſerite any part of his Eſtate in favour of any Cloyftery, 
Charches, or Hoſpirals, or in Mortmain; and that within Six 
Wetks after his Decraſe, he or Eper to Whom the ſaid Fiefs Thall 
be left, or Rents afſgned in the faid* Will, ſhall be obliged to pay 
to Us and Our ſaid Vallals, under whom they hold ſuch Eſtates, 
the uſual Reliefs, Fines and Duries thereto appertaining. Alſo, 
We com Our Faithful and Well-beloved the Chief Preſident, 
and others of Our Privy and Great Councils, the Governor, Preſi- 
dert, and others of Our Council at Litxenburg, the Governor, Pre- 
ſident, and others of Our Councils of _Flanders, Artois and Namur, 
the Principal, and others of Our Councils in Hollaud, Frigeland and 
_ Upvecht, the Great Bailiff of Hainault, and thoſe of Our Council 
ﬆ' Mor, the Governor of Our City of Dows, and Orebies, the. 


Rene-maſters of * and 9 in Zealand, the Bailiff of. 
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Tournay and Tournefs, the Provoſts, Auditor of Pelenchiennes, Audi- 


tor of Malines, and all other Our Jaſtices, Officers and Subjects, all 
mean Lords, and their Lieutenants and Vaſſals, whom theſe Preſents 
' ſhall of may concern, and to evety of them, Thar they Keep, Ob- 
ſerve, and Maintain, or ſhall cauſe to be Kepr,*Obſerv'd, and 
Maintain'd, the Teſtament of Our Couſin the Prince of Orange, 
When it ſhall be made, if he hath not already made it, as it is now 
Confirmed, Ratified and approved by Us, as aforeſaid : And all 
thoſe WhO by the ſaid Wilt {hall be Entituled te any Fieſs, Eſtates, 
or Rents Alligried, You ſhall ſuffer Sally, peaceably, ànd quiatly'to 


poſſeſs and enjoy ſuch Bequeſts and Aſſignments of Rents, without 


any moleſtation, or impettiment to the contrary. For ſuch is Our 
Pleaſure. In Witnefs whereof we have affixed Our Seal to theſe 
Preſents ; Given in Our City of Brufels, the 14th day of May, in 
the Year of Grace, 1544. of Our Empire the *5rh; and Reign in 
Caſtile, &c. the 29th.- N ; F "6&2 i 1 if | Ze 

Signed on the Fold, by the Emperor in his Council, and 
Subſcribed, Verrepk. Having à Great Seal in 
II hanging upon two Parchment Taſ- 
1 N. 
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| RENE. Prince of ORANGE, 
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NUM B. II. 


wy the Nang of the mo Holy and Undrvided 7, . God 
the Father, Sow an Holy Ghoſt, 


Rene de Chalon, by the Grace of God, Prince of Oraiige, 
"Earl of Neft, Vieaden, Diers Catſenelleboge, Tonnerre, Poin- 
, &c. Lord Baron of Breda, Dieſt, Warnefton, Arlay, 


Neſeroy, "Chaiethel &c. Being „ thanks to God, in an entire and 
healthfal Dif {poſition both o P Mind and Body, nevertheleſs, con- 


* . 
* 1 


ſidering the incertainty of Life and Death, the frailty of Our Hu- 


man Nature, and the ſudden and unforeſcen Perils, Dangers and 
Calamities, ro which all Men are ſubject, more eſpecially thoſe 
whoare Converſant with Arms andWarlike Affairs, as we at preſent 
are, being in duty bounden to render our Service to the Emperor 
Our Lord, Charles the Fifth, our Sovereign Prince and Natural 
Lord, by aſſiſting His Majeſty 3 in the Recovery of the Principali- 


ties, Lands, Towns, Caſtles and Lordſhips, unjuſily detain'd from 


him by the French King, and for the reparation of ſeveral other 

Injuries, Outrages, an Violences offer d him (without any rea- 
ſonable Grounds) by the ſaid King, and finally, to procure a firm 
and laſting Peace for the good of t e Publick; That We may not 


de forprized. or hindred by any Mixfortoncs" which may happen wu | 
. 8 : 
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U, We have choughr neceſſury to diſpoſe and ſeuie, and accorbß. 
Angiy Baye diſpoſed and fettkd;- and by cis preſent Writing do 


 "difpoſe and ſetile alf our Principalitics, Rents, Fiefs, Lands, Lord- 

_ ſhips, and other Our Eſtate whatſoever, Moveable, or Tmmoveable, 
Titles, Rights and Suirs, whereof God in his Divine Goodneſs 
and Providence, hath been pleaſed to "giver Us the Adminii- 
ſtration, By this Our aſt Military Will and Teſtament;-orif there 
any other, which may be taken and underſtood more ſtrongly 


be 
and effectually, and by Virtue of the OZroys obtained by Us; in 


form and manner following. Fj, We commit Our Soul into 


the hands of God our Creator, as ſoon as by his good plenſurs ic 


ſhall be ſeparated from this Our Body, moſt humbly be 


bim to receive ir in his Merey, through the Interceſſion of he 


moſt precious Blood of our Redeemer and Saviour his Son ef- 
Cbriſt, whom he hath a 
and Reconciliation for al 
dition it. may befal us to be; And as concerning the Burial of 


Our Body, We have choſen the Chappel of the Collegiate Church 
of our Lady at Breda, where my late dear Lord and Father; tits 


| Interr'd, or elſe that of Noſeroy, or either of them, as it may-maſt 
conveniently be performed, according to the Vicinity of the Place 


: where we fhall happen to Deceaſe; or if it cannot be with conve- 


nience at either | 
of that Affair, ſhall pitch upon ſome more convenient Place at 
their Diſcretion, and with the Approbation of Our Executors 
here in after named, to whom alſo We wholly leave the ordern 

Our Funeral Solemnities and Obſequies. To come therefore to 


the chief and principal Point of this our laſt Will and 22 | 
& 1hae, 


fince we cannot. be. certain, in what probability of havm 


Our moſt dear Conſort, Anne de Lorraine, ſhall or may be left at the 
time of; Our Departure, We will and ordain inthe firſt place, Thar 
if We leave a lawful Heir Male, he ſhall be our ſole and Univer- 


fal Heir; and if there ſhould be more than One, the Elder of 
them ſhall be Our Heir Univerſal, always obliging ſuch Elder 


Son to provide for his other Brothers, be they one or more, the 


ſum of Fifteen Thouſand Florens per Annum in Lands, Lordfhips, or 
Rents, ſuch as our faid Executors ſhall adviſe, of which 


other good 
fifteen Thouſand Livres, the Second ſhall have ten Thouſand; and 
the Third five Thouſand: Or if there ſhould be two — | 


3 S 4.4, Ep cat; 
. „ * * A 
2 pe FA . 


ppoi nted and ordained to be a Propitiattin 
thoſe that Believe in Him. In this Faith 
and Belief, We will and reſolve to die, in whatſoever Eftate or Con- 


thoſe rwo Places, then thoſe who have the charge 
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-the Second ſball haue the Hfteen Thouſand Livres entirely. And 
i we ſhould h to leave Daughters only, the Eldeſt ſhallbe Our 
Heireſs: Univerſal, with the charge nevertheleſs of giving her Si- 
fern, be they one or more, the like Sum of Fifteen Thouſand Livres 
ear, in Form-aforcſaid,.as-alſo Our Son ſhall be abliged to de 

in cal he ſbouid be the only Son, and have a Siſter: Or if bag 
ould be two Sons, and che third a Daughter. | And if it ſhouk 

happen, that we ſhould depart this Life withour. ſearing lawful 
{ae then already Born, or in appearance to be Born, or that ſuch 
Aſſne ſhould die without lawful Heirs of their Bodies, lawfully Be- 


otten in Marriage, chat then, and in ſuch Caſe, We have provi- 
3 and . and do hereby provide and ordain, the Eldeſt 


Kon of Our good Lord and Uncſe, by the Farher's fide, My Lord 
lam, Earl of Naſſex, who ſhall be ſurviving at the time of our 
Deceaſe without lawful Iſſue, to be our ſole and univerſal Heir, 
or Subſtirace, in default of our ſaid Iſſue, And if ſeb Eldeſt San, 
after baving erred pon onr Inheritance and Succeſſion, ſhall die without 
| Heir on Heirs, that then tbe Second Som of our faid\Lord Earl 
«Wittiam, ſuali ſurcerd bim. And for default of ſuch Second Son, 
chen he next Male Heir; And for default of Male Heirs, to the 
nent Female Iſſue of our faid Lord Earl William. And upon che 
failure of both Male and Female Line of the ſaid Lord Earl Milliam, 
We will and ordain, That all our ſaid Eſtates, Principalities, Fiefs, 


Lands, Lordfhips, Rights, Titles, or Süits, for, or concerning any 
Land or Lordihip whatfoever, and in whatſoever Province ly- 
"rig, mall de volve upon, and appertain to the next Heir Male, who 
mall be deſcended from the Deceaſed Farl Fabn de Naſſau, and 
Dame Elaaberb Landgravinne of Heſſe, our late Grandfather and 
Grund morher by che Father's ſide. Of all which. Eſtates, come 
unto Us, as is ſaid, as well by Father's as Mother's ſide, We are 
informed, we may freely diſpoſe, eſpecially by the Good Will 
and Pleaſure of our ſaid Lord the Emperor empowring Us, 


not only as Emperor, but Lord Paramount of the Countries and 


Provinces, in which the better part of Oar ſaid Eſtate is ſicuate, 
vthout being any way hindred by the former Di/pojitions of Oar 
:Prodebeffors, which are hereby Vacated and Pefeated; and for 

chat We have not taken upn Us the Name de Clalon in regard to 
e ſaid Diſpo/irions, but for certain other good Realgps, which We 
Wall not here declare. Nevertheleſs, be it aways underſtood, That 
we ſhould Deceaſe without lawful lſſue Born, or in appearance 


ö 10 


min the Heir 


C2190 
„ Gall, durin hes Widawhoad, re- 

UlufruZuory, of all Our ſaid Eſtate, Moveabt 
Immoveable, ſaving what We hai otherwiſe di 1015 9 5 ang 
Debts owing by Us, and recciyi to her own. Nan k 


to Us, and paying every Year ta in, Who by Virus of this Te 


ſtamentary Diſpoſition, fhall be our Heir, the Sum of Twenty Thou- 
2 10 e or An. until our ſaid Heir, by Mr Death or 
of our Conſort, ſhall come tothe Poſſeſſion of our 
Plate of In which caſe of Re. marriage, Our ſaĩd Conſort ſhalf have 
ſuch Dowry: and Allowance as is provided by Our Treaty of Mar- 
riage. And it is. Our Intentioꝑ. at Meeres, dn ern and the Mo- 
ney arilng from the W od, of them, and in like manner, 
whatſoever may : ariſe from J udgments. ar Ardications, concerning. 
the abe 3 Ib da 4725 i to 2 Lands 1 
1 y our Adyerſaries, ſhall proper y enure and ap- 
pertain to our Heir. To Falamedes Our Natural Son, for his v4 
ter Subſiſtence,, We haue given, and do give, the Sum of Fificen 
hundred Livres ſtanding Rent per Annum, "Which our Principal Heir 


| ſhall be obliged to aſſign him in Lands or Lordſhips, or other cer: 


and the ſaid ;Palawedes ſhall have no Power to alienate 5 


rain Rents, which the ſaid Palamedes ſhall enjoy, and after him ie 

the Heirs of his Body lawfully Begotten, which Heirs at 8. tate J 
failing, the ſaid Rent or parcel of Eſtare hereby Deviled to 
him, ſhall return to Our Heir, or thoſe who ſhall A uccecd "ame 
6. 

7 


And as to Alexis de Naſſau, the Wife of Jobs de Reneſſe Se 
Aaele, out of the good Will and Natural Affection, ich war 
bear them, We have given them, and do give each of them belides. 
the Benefactions, they have formerly received of my late Lord 
Henry Earl of Naſſau, our Father, and of Us, the ſum of Five hun- 
dred Livres Annual Rent, to be raiſed upon 9 Lands and Lord - 
ſhips of Steenbergen and Roſendaele, to enjoy the ſame ora eek 
er of Alienation, for them and either of them, and their re - 
lawfully Begotten in Marriage ; for default of which Heirs, the 
{jd Rent ſhall be merged and extin& to the benefit of our faid Heir, 
or of him, who ſhall then ſucceed him; as alfo the other Eſtates, - 
which have been iven them heretofore in Marriage, or otherwiſa. 
As to the Lady Taauna de Chilon, Natural Daughter of Our late 
Lord and Uncle, = che Mother's fide, the Earl Philibert, for her 
better Subſiſtence — Advancement in Marriage, We have given, 
and do give her, Fifteen hundred Carolus's Annual Rent, to be 


le vied upon our Lands and Lordſhips in Burgundy, or our Diviſion 
in 
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ought not to pretend to any thing farther in Virtue of the re- 
ſtament, or other i den of Madam the late Princeſs Dowager 
of Orange, dur Gran by the Mother's fide, or that of our 
ſaid Lord, Prince = "7 agg or Lig We have alfo. provi- 
ded, and do hereby provide, That all Penfions, or orher Annual 
Allowances by us granted to our Veteranes. Officers, or other Ser- 
vants, Which ſhall duly appear under our Seal and Sign Manual, 
+ſhall be continued to them during their Lives. As to private Be- 
- queſts made upon particular conſiderations to any of our Friends 
and Servants, we have difpoſed them in a Schedule a- part, Written 
and Signed with our own Hand, to which we Will ard Ordain, That 


Efficacy, without Oppoſition to the contrary. Which, as alſo 
the 7 Ads Dif: Fan in this prefent Teftament contained, ſhall be 


d and ſupplied by our ſaid Sores bb ſo lon 
ave,the Poſſeſſion of Our ſaid Eſtate, as j 
by our ſaid Heir, when he ſtall have cb eine Poon en.. 
And that this preſent | Proviſion may be duly execured. In the firſt 
place, We beſeech His Imperial Majeſty, our Sovereign and Na- 
tural Lord, that he will, as far as is necdful, Agree, Approve, and 
Confirm it, by his Royal Authority and Decree, over and above the 
Conſent and 2 which he hath been pleaſed to grant Us. We 
have alſo choſen and appointed to be Executors of this Our laſt 
Will and Teſtament, The moſt High and potent Prince, Francis, 
Duke of Lorrain and Bar, Our Brother-in-Law;- Adolph, Earl of Hu. 
Fein and Scauenburg, Coadjutor of the Arch-biſhop of Cologne, our 
Couſin German; Mr. Louis Seigneurde Pract, K night of the Order, 
and Second Chamberlain ro'the Emperor; Mr. Nichelas Perrenett, 
Seigneur ds Grant velles, firſt Counſellor of State; and Lauis de 
Seborre Preſident of His Majeſty's Privy Council, wing them ſuch 
Lind Power as Executors by Law and Cuſtom ought to have, ſo as 
ne part of. them may enquire and hold cognizance of Matters in 
| the abſence of the other, and may alſo take to their Aſſiſtance ſuch 
of our Veteran Servants, as they ſhall judge moſt agreeable to the 
Teſtamentary Executions, which we have heretofore made, always 


reſerving 


all Credit and Relief be given, and that it tall be in fill Force ad 
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atherwile altering the Preſents, as we ſhall In Teſti- 
mony my probation whereof, we have Written with our own 


Fand, and Subſcribed with our Name this preſent Ordinance and 


-Diſpofitien Of our laſt Will, and have cloſed and ſealed it up with 
Ksar our Arms, for more ample Verification. F | 


a Camp of the Emperor at Richemont the 20th Day 


June, and in the ear 1544- . 
Ducdͤer-Written and Sign d 


Rene de Chalon. 
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A Confirmation of the Teſtament of RENE 
| Prince ORANGE, by the Emperor 
Dated the 1 4th of Fuly 1544. 


FANHARLES, by the Divine Clemency, Emperor of the Roman; 
ever Auguſt, King of Germany, Caſtile, Leon, Granada, Arragon, 


N Naples, Sicily, Majorca, Sardinia; the Iſles Indies, and 


Terra firms of the Main Ocean, Archduke of Auſtria, Duke of Bur- 


V, Lothier, Brabant, Limbourg, Luxembourg and Gelder, Farl of | 


Flanders, Artois, Burgundy, Palatin of Haynault, Holland, Zealand, 
Ferette, Hagenaw, Namur, and Zutphen, Prince of Swabia, Marqueſs 
of the Holy Empire, Lord of Friezland, Salms, Malines, of the City, 
Town,. and Country of Utrecht, Over-yſel, and Groningen, and Ru- 
Aer in Aſia and Africa. To all thoſe, who fhall ſee. theſe Preſents, 
Health. Whereas at this time Our moſt Dear and Loyal Couſin, 


Knight of Our Order, Chief and General of a thouſand Horſe, and 
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greater ſtrengthening of the ſaid Will, it may pkafe Us to agree 


thereto, confirm and approve it. Know therefore, that upon the 


hope fox greater, if it ſhall pleaſe God to ſpare his Life. We, for 
theſe Cauſes, and other reaſonable Conſiderations Us thereunto 


moving, being deſirous to treat Our Couſin the Prince of Orange 


moſt favourably, have agreed, confirmed, ratified, and approv'd 
the ſaid laſt Military Will and Teſtament, and do by theſe Preſents - 


agree, confirm, ratify, and approve the fame. Willing and De- 
_ claring, that the ſaid Teſtament be valid and have effect, in and 


throughout all our Territories, Lands and Lordſhips, as. well in Our 
Low-Countries, as our Fancbe- County, County of-Burgundy, and that 


he and they to whom he ſhall have left, given, and bequeath'd his 


Counties, Baronies, Lands, Lordſhips, Fiefs, Tenements, and other 
his Eſtate, as well Moveable as Inheritable, in Whole, or in Part, 
or ſhall have aſligned any Rents Inheritable or Temporary for the 
health of his Soul, Alms, or otherwiſe, may, and ſhall take, poſſeſs 
and enjoy the ſame, as if the Donation, Conſtitution , or Aſſign- 
ment thereof, had been made before Us, or Our Feudataries, or be- 
fore Our Vaſſals and Mean Lords, of whom the ſaid Fiefs are hol. 
den, and before the Banks, Laws and Juſtices, under whoſe juriſ- 
diction the ſaid Eſtates, Fiefs, and Inheritance are ſituate ard de- 
pendent ;. always provided, that Our Couſin the Prince of Orange 
hath not diſpoſed of any Mannors, Fiefs, Tithes, or other Eſtate, 
which ought to return to Us, and that by his ſaid Will he hath not 


| bequeathed any Eſtate immoveable to the uſe of Cloyſters, Churches, 


or in Mortmain ; provided alfo, that within a Year after his De- 
ceaſe, he, or they, to whom he ſhall have left his faid Fiefs, or 
aſſign d the ſaid Rents, ſhall. be oblig'd to take them and pay unto- 
Us, or the ſaid Inferior Lords of our Country, of whom they 

* : BY . . old 
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V 
+ hold the ſame, all Duties, Claims, and Reliefs, which ſhall be due 
without Fraud or Covin. We command Our Faithful and Well- 
beloved the Chief Prefident, and others of Our Privy and Great 
Councils, the Chancellor, and others of Our Council in Brabant, 
the Governor, Preſident, and others of Our Council at Luxemburg; 
» the Prefident, and others holding Our Court of Parliament at Dole; 
the Principal Counſellors, and others of our Council in Holland, 
Zealand, and Friexland, Our Lieutenants, Feudataries, Bailitfs, and 
Receivers, and all other Our Juſtices and Officers, and thoſe of our 
Vaſſals and Mean Lords, or their Lieutenants, which it ſhall or may 
concern, and every of them, as far as belongs to them, or either of 
them, That the Teſtament of our Couſin the Prince of Orange by Us 
confirmed as aforeſaid, ſhall be regarded and admitted according 
to its Form and Tenour ; and he, or they, to whom he hath given 
Legacics, bequeath'd Eſtates, or aſſigned Rents thereupon, ſhall ſuf- 
fer and permit them fully and peaceably to enjoy and uſe the ſame, 
without giving them any Moleſtation or Diſturbance to the con- 


trary: For ſuch is our Pleaſure, 


: In Witneſs whereof we have affixed our Seal to theſe Preſents. 
Given in our Camp before the Town of St. Deſer the 14th 
Day of Fuly, and the Year of Grace, One thouſand Five hun- 
dred and Forty four, of our Empire the 26th, and of our 
Reign in Caſtile, &c. the 29th. 8 


And Written upon the Fold, by the Emperor and King, and 


Sign d Baue, and Seal'd with a great Seal of Red Wax hang- 
ing upon a double Taſſel, - - A 
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An Extract of the ACT of Confirmation 
of Guardianſhip, Cranted by the Emperor 
ARE Es, by the Divine Clemency/Enperot of the Rasen 


ever Auguſt, King of Germany, Caſtile, Leon, Granada, &c. 
Jo all thoſe who. ſhall ſee theſe Prefents, Health. Whereas, 


Our late Couſin, Ren? Prince of Orange and Earl of Naſſau, by Our 
| Licenſe and Conſent, and in Virtue of Our Letters of O#roy, which 
We have granted him, hath by his laſt Will and: Teſtament, con- 
ſtituted and appointed, William, Eideft Son of Our Couſin Earl 
William de Naſſau, his Uncle by the Father's ſide, to be his Heir Uni- 12 
verſal, which faid Teſtament We have ſince Confirm' d, Ratified and 
agreed, for ſeveral good Reſpects and reaſonable Conſiderations, 
ſeeing alſo that Our late Couſin deceas d, died in Our Service, bear- 
ing Arms. And whereas, Earl William de Naſſau, hath repreſent- 
ed to Us, That, by Law, he ought to have the Guardianſnip, Go- 
vernment, and Adminiſtration of the Body and Goods of his ſaid 
Son the Prince of Orange, being as yet under Age, and uncapable 
of managing and adminiſtring his Eſtate: That therefore, Cc. 
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„A Extrail of the Treaty of PEACE; 
3 made at Creſpi, the 18th of September, 
1544 e, 


HE moſt Chriſtian King hath quitted, and doth by the faid - 
[ Treaty quit the Seizure, and all other Pretenſions to the 
Principality of Orange, and Sovereignty of the ſame, to the Uſe f 
the Heir Univerſal, appointed by the laſt Will of the late Rene 
de Chalon, Prince of. Orange, imm<diate Heir of Prince Philibert, to 
hold and enjoy in like manner all Prerogatives, Superiorities, and 
„ by him Claimed, as the ſaid Philibert formerly did; 
The. ſaid Seiſure and Diſſeiſin being hereby declared to be Null, 
Void, and of none Effect, — — g any Sentence or Ac 
of Juſtice to the centrary. The ſaid King, by this Article, not in- 
tending to make the ſaid Heir any other Title, than what the ſaid 
Philibert had at the time of Seizing the ſaid Sovereignty, by which 
Title the ſaid Heir ſhall abide: And as to the other Affairs of the 
ſaid Heir, concerning the Pretenſions of the Houle of Chalon, they - 
| ſhall be Settled, Accomodated, and Concluded, according to the 
above-mentioned Treaties, between Their {aid Majeſtics, as 2 . 
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The Separate Article of the Treaty of Peace, 


concluded at Caſtle-Cambreſis, the 3d of 


j 
14 


Tuprimis, That William de Naſſau, Frince of Orange, &c. conſti- 
J rutced Heir Univerſal, by the Will of the late Rene de Chalon, 
nile he lived, Prince of Orange, & c. Immediate Heir of the late 
Prince Philibert de Chalon, ſhall be re: ſettled, reſtored, and re-eſta- 
bliſhed in the Real and Perſonal Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of the 
fad Principality, Sovereignty, and utmoſt extent of Juriſdiction 
in the ſame, with all its Members and Dependencies, Fruits, Re- 
venues, Profits, Emoluments, and Appurtenances Whatfoever, 
to Hold and Enjoy the ſame as fully and peaceably, as before the 
breaking out of the laſt Wars, commenced in the Year 1551, As 
well by Virtue of the precedent Treaties, as by the Letters of Re- 
ſtitution and Re-cſtabliſhmenr, granted to him by the late King 
Francis, of Happy Memory, the 21ſt of February, 1546. For the 
Execution whereof, as far as it remains to be Execured, and for re- 
moving all obſtacles that may diſturb the ſaid Prince in the Pof- 
ſeſſion of the ſaid Sovereignty and Premiſſes above-mentioned, Let- 
ters of Reſtirution and Re-eſtabhſhmentr, ſhall be immediately grant- 
ed by the moſt Chriſtian King, conformable to the former Letters 
of Re-eſtabliſhment of the 21ſt of February, 1546, and all other 
Proviſions requiſite and neceſſary, removing all Seizures and Impe- 
diments, quaſhing and annulling all Proccedings, Acts of Juſtice, 
Sentences and Decrees given ſince the beginning of the late Wars, 
and other precedent Wars, to the Prejudice of the ſaid Prince, and 
his predeceſſors; And the Court of Parliament of Grenoble, and all 
other Courts of Juſtice and Judges, are hereby defended to act or 
attempt any thing in the prejudice of the ſaid Right of Sovereignty, 
and whatſoever Injuriovs hath been already acted, ſhall be re- 
| - | Paired. 
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paired and ſettled in irs former State. rem. The ſaid Prince of 
Orange ſhall be Re-ſertled, Reftored, and Re-eſtabliſhed in the quiet 


Poſſeſſion of the Lands and Lordſhips of Orpierre, Tercleux, Montbri- 
ſon, Cirnier, the Peerage of Noveuſan, and other Places to him belong- 
ing, in the Country of Daupbine, Cuiſeaux, Varennes, and Beaurepere, 


the Seſſions in the Vicounty of Auxonne, the Reſſort of St. Laurent, 
the Houſe, Vineyards, and other Eſtate in Dijon, with their Appur- 


renances and Dependancies, to Hold, and Enjoy the ſame as fully 


and peaceably, as He; and his Predeceſſors, did before the ſaid 


Wars; 8 the Scizures and Piſtreſſes which have 
been made to his Pre judi 


Titles, Claims, and Suits, &c. which he had before the ſaid War, 


as well in refpect of any Sums of Money, as of the Houſe of 
Eff ampes, and other things claimed by him, concerning which, the 
beſt and moſt ſpeedy Reaſon and Juſtice ſhall be done him, in the - 
moſt ſummary and eaſie manner. And as to thoſe Suits which the 
faid Prince. hath. againſt any of the Subjects of the moſt Chriſtian 
— King, His Majeſty will ſtraitly charge and command all the Judges 
of his Realm, to adminiſter to the ſaid : 
| ſtice, as to his own Natural born Subjects, eſpecially in the Pro- 
ceſs of the County of Tonnerre, the County of Charny, and that 


id Prince, full and ſpeedy Ju- 


which is now depending before the Parliament of Grenoble, about 


four Baronies long ſince ſettled; and as to the reſt, the ſaid Prince 


ſhall in all Actions and Affairs, have all ſpeedy and reaſonable di- 


ſtribution and expedition of Juſtice, and ſhall have juſt occaſion to 


be content and acquieſs therein. 


THE 


| ice; And notwithſtanding the Ptoceedings, 
Sentences and Decrees given to the contrary, during the laſt- and 
precedent Wars, all which are hereby Quaſhed, Revoked, and An- 
nulled, and he re- ſettled in his former Eſtate, and all other Rights, 
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E it known, That We Frederick Henry, by the Grace of God, 
Prince of Orange, Earl of 'Nafſau, ke mere es Handen, 
Diet, Eingen, Neuri, Buren, Leerdam, &c. Marqueſs of Veer and 
Meſhing, &c. Lord and Baron of Breda, of the Town of Grave, 
and the County of Cuyck, Dieſt, Grimberg, Herſtal, Cranendonek, 
Warneſton, Arley, Noſeroy, St. Vyth, Doefburg, Polanen, and William- 
Pads,” Nierwarrſt, Welſtein, St. Mattinſdyck, Geertruydenberg, Chateau. 
| Regnard, of the High and Low Swizhrwe and Naelrwyck, Heredi- 
-tary Vicount of Antwerp and Beſancon, &c. Hereditary Marſhal of = 
Holland, Governor of Gelder, Holland, Zealand, VVeſt-friezland, | 
Zutphen, Utretcht, Overyſſel, of the Town of Groningen, and Omme- 
land, Drenthe, &c. Captain-General and Admiral of the United 
Provinces of the Low-Countries, Conſidering the -certainty of 
Death, and the uncertainty of the time and hour thereof, have 
thought good to make this Our laſt Will and Teſtament, and 
therein to diſpoſe as follows. 7 | 
in the firſt place, We have revok'd and repea['d, and by theſe 
Preſents do revoke and repeal, all other Wills by Us made before 
che Date hereof, _ | 1 


- wholly ta the Diſeretion of our Heirs, and the Executors of this 


To proceed to the diſpoſal of Our Temporal Eſtate, which it 


hath: pleaſed God to beſtow upon us, We have, by force and 


Virtue of an O&roy obtained for this . purpoſe, and to preſerve 


the Honour, Grandeur, and Dignity of our Houſe and Family, 


- 


William to be our Heir in all our Lordſhips, Lands, Towns, Ca- 
files, Houſes, Inheritances, Jewels, Purniture, Gold, Silver, Coin'd 
or Bullion, Arms, Horſes, Suits, Rents, Debts, and all other our 


Eſtates, Moveable, or Immoveable, as well Fiefs, as proper Eſtate, 
- withour Reſerve or Exception: And for default of Him, at what- 
forever time hereafter, He ſhall happen to Deceaſe, hereby Sub- 

ftiruring and Appointing his Heirs and Deſcendants, and their 


Heirs and Deſcendants ſucceſſively, always preferring the Elder, 


and the Sons before the Daughters. 
The whole upon the Conditions expreſs'd, That He, or our 


other Heirs, ſubſtituted and appointed, ſhall be obliged to nouriſh 
and provide all Neceſſaries for our Daughters, Lowiſe, Albertine- 
Agnes, and Henriette-Catherine, as allo Mary, accor ing to their 
Eſtate and Quality, until they are Married, in lieu of their Right 


of 'Birth; and to allow them, during that time, and no longer, 


every Year for their particular Expences, beſides Cloathing and 


proviſion, to every of them, the Sum of Two Thouſand Livres 


And when each of them thall be reſpectively Married, and not 
before, Our ſaid tir ſhall pay, to our ſaid Eldeſt Daughter Louiſe, 


F 


the Sum of Two hundred ouſand Livres Carolus; and to 9 


rr e 


oa 


of our other Daughters, the Sum of One hundred and fifty Thouſand _ 
Livres Cart l ur, at one Payment, every Livre being twenty Sou, cur- 

rent Money of HiUand, or Intereſt for the faid'Sams at 6 per Cent. at 
the choice of our. ſaid Son, or of our other Heirs ſo Subſtituted and 
Appointed ; in which ſaid Sums of Two hundred and fifty Thouſand. 
Livres, and One hundred and fifty rhouſand Livres reſpecti vely, and 
more, We have conſtituted, and by theſe Preſents do appoint each of 
our ſaid Daughters to be our Inheretrix; Always provided, that out 
of the ſaid Sums ſhall be abated, the ſum which we have already pro- 
miſed by the Marriage- Contract of our Daughter, Henrietta- 
Catherine, for her Portion, and whatſoever we may engage far- 
ther for our other Danghters. But if it ſhall happen, that at 
the time of our Deceaſe, there ſnhould be one or more Daugh- 
ters living, beſides the 'above-nam'd, We will and direct by theſe 
Preſents, That whatſoever Proviſion hath been before made in 
behalf of our ſaid other younger Daughters, touching their 
* Annual Expences, Cc. ſhall rake place alſo in favour 

C 10 Lt PTR $1600 of watts 

And it is to be underſtood, That our faid Son VPilliam, or 
our other Heirs appointed, ſhall ' be obliged to pay all the 
Debts, with which we ſhall be chargeable at the time of our. 
Deceaſe, without laying any part of them to our ſaid Daughters, 
or any way abating or defalking the ſaid 2500 O r500oLivres 
reſpectively, to which we have Entituled each of them by theſe 
Pn ft HOP Dro e brig 21fot4 


That in like manner our Son, or other our Heirs ſubſtituted 
and appointed, ſhall: be obliged to pay and fatisfie all Legacies, 

by us already Made and Aſſigned, or which we may hereafter 
make or aſſign: And we Will, that all ſuch future Legacies ſhall 
be taken and eſteemed of the fame Force and Effect, as if they 
had been inſerted in this our Will, without charging our Chil- 
dren with any part thereof; But that He, or our other Heirs 
ſubſtituted and appointed, ſhall quit and indemniſie them thereof. 


Nevertheleſs, Our ſaid Son, and our other Heirs ſubſtituted and 
appointed, ſhall hold, poſſeſs, and enjoy the Revenues and Pro- 
fits of the ſaid reſpective Sums, to which each of our Daughters 
are Entituled, until our ſaid Daughters ſhall have arrived to the 


Eſtate of Marriage. | 
7h And 
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And-if it ſhall happen, that one or more of gur ſaid Daugh- 


ters, or all of them, ſhould deceaſe without lawful Iſſue, our aſt 
Will and Pleaſure; is, That whatſoever we haye left them reſpe- 
ctively in conſequence. of this qur Teſtament, ſhall return and ſuc- 

id Son / Hlliam, or to our other. Heirs ſubſtituted 
— appointed, and not to our other Daughters, who ſhall then 
. e living.” el ET 4 Ts, 5c} ' "#4 22 1 3 
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And for default of our ſaid Sen William, aud of his Heirs 
and lawfal. Deſcendants, as before, at Whatſoever time hereafter they 


ſhall happen to die, By Virtue of the Clauſes mention d and in- 
ſerted in our ſaid Ofroy, impowering us to ſubſtitute in every De- 
gree, We do hereby reſpectively ſubſtitute and appoint. our Eldeſt 
Daughter Louiſe, in all our Eſtate, as well Feodal as Proper, Mov- 
able and Immovable, Rents, Suits, and Credits, without Excepri- 
on or Reſervation; And for default of her, as alſo after Her, Her 


lawful Heirs and Deſcendants. 


And for default of our faid. Daughter Louiſe, and ber 22 


Heirs and Deſcendants, as aforeſaid, at whatſoe ver time hereafter 


they ſhall happen to fail, we do in like manner ſubſtitute and ap- 


point, In all our ſaid Eſtates, Rents, Fruits, and Credits, the Eldeſt 
of our other Daughters; and for default of her, as alſo after her, 


Her Heirs and lawful Deſcendants. 


And ſo to continue on ſucceſſively to the Y oungeſt Daughter, 
always preferring, ſubſticuting and appointing the Elder, and the 
Sons before the Daughters, from Line to Line, and in every 


un did Subſtitutes and Heirs appointed reſpectively, having 


no power to alienate our ſaid Eſtates, Immovables, Rents, Profits, 
and Suits, or to defalk or detain any part of the ſame, under pretence 


of any Law or Cuſtom whatſoever. 


The ſame Charges and Conditions alſo above-declared and or- 


dained, ſhall take place in reſpect of our Son William, and his 
lawful Heirs and Deſcendants. | | | 


Upon this Condition nevertheleſs, that if we ſhould happen to 


have a Son hereafter: In this Caſe, all our faid Eſtates, Rents, 


F 2 * Suits 
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suits apd Credits, without any E Deion, for F of our faid - 
Son iam, and his Tawful Male Heirs ah «qu ſhall falt 
and d&Kend to {ach other 8 b; and for default of 7 
him and after him, to his 1 wut Yeith' ind Deſcent ; and 
this to be in the ſame manner, wich ede ſame Charges and 
— Conditions, as hath been already u t and declared i in reſpec 
of our Son William. das Fit . 
Appointing farther to ſuch Son to be born, for his Portion and 
Inheritance, Our Earldom and County of Handen, the Lordſhips 
| Lands of Doeiburg, St. Vyth and Burgenbach, Geertraydenberg, 
| the High and Low Swzlawe, together with the Fiſheries 
clonging, with all their Appurtenances, Appendages 
0 Dependencies, as they are fallen and devolved to us, and 
are comprized in the Particular of our Intendant, and for which 
he is accountable, without any Exception to che contrary, _— 
cially notwichſtanding the Improvements, which may be made 


— time to time in the faid — by Enlarging, or other- 
wiſe. 


* 


And . we have euren nee) and en the 
faid Lordſhip of le. with the Fiſheries, and other Do- 
mains thereto belonging, for the Dower which we promis d and 
ferrted upon our dear Spouſe, the Princeſs of Orange, Our Will 
and Intention is, That our ſaid Son Milliam, or our other Heirs 
fubſtituted and appointed, ſhall thereof wholly and abſolutely free 
and clear our faid Son to be born, and ſhall folely bear the Charge 
thereof out of his proper Eſtate, without any diminiſhing t 
Portion and Inheritance of our ſaid Second Son. 

Upon this Condition Expreſs, That if he ſhall happen to te 
without lawful Iſſue, all P ald Eſtate ſhalt deſcend, appertaĩn, 
and Devolve to our ſaid Son Miliam, if he be living; or for. de- 
fault of him, to his Heirs and lawful Deſcendants, if he fhall 
leave any: And for defalt of ſuch Heirs, ro our Daughters ſuc- 


_ ceſlively, in the fame Manner and Order as We have above decla- 
red and ſettled. 


Also, if we ſhould happen to Deceaſe before our ſaid Children 
and Heirs ſo ſubſtituted and appointed, or any of them ſhall be 
arrived to Marriage-Eſtate, or to the Age proper for them to 
bave the Management and Adminiſtration of their own Eſtates, 


We 
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arrive to Marriage Eſtate. But as to our ſaid Son, or Sons, until 


they have attain d che Age of Twenty Years only, unleſs the E- 


Lo 


ſtare and Condition of our ſaid Son William doth otherwiſe re- 
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And as touching the Guardianſhip of our Children, and the 


- Government and Adminiſtration of all our Eſtate, and all our Set- 
tlements and Rights depending thereon, which our faid Son il. 


liam is to Enjoy, and the benefir of thoſe Charges and Offices, 
which he may come to execute, We deſire and ordain, That our 


dear Spouſe, their Lady and Mother, ſhall have and receive the 
8 9 Guardianſhip, as being Named, Conſtituted and Authorized 
t 


ereto by theſe Preſents, wholly confiding and entruſting her 


with the Guardianſhip and Inſpection of our ſaid Children, as al- 
| fo the Government and Management of our faid Eſtate. 
And this to continue in regard to our Son William, till he ſhall 
have attain'd the Age of Twenty Years; And, in reſpe& of our 
Daughters, till they are arriv'd to the State of Marriage. Mors- 
over, if the Eſtate and Condition of our Son William, ſhould re- 
quire him to keep his Court apart before that time, in ſuch Caſe, - 
our ſaid dear Spouſe ſhall provide for the Charges of the Court 


of our ſaid Son William, With all its Train and Dependencies. 


It being nevertheleſs Our Intention, that the ſaid Lady, in the 
Government and Adminiſtration of the ſaid Eſtate, ſhall uſe the 
Advice and Aſſiſtance of ſuch Perſons, as fhe ſhall think fir to 
employ ; And in Affairs of Importance, ſhe may act by the 

aſſiſtance of ſuch able Perſons of the Regency, which ſhe may re- 
quire for that purpoſe ; To whom, as alſo to our faid Lady, We 

earneſtly recommend the care of 8 and maintaining the 
Highneſs of our Fa- 


Grandeur, Honour, Splendor, Dignity 


mily. „ f 2 
Excluding all other Perſons from the Gnardianſhip, Inſpection, 
and Education of our Children, as alſo from the Government and 0 


Adminiſtration of their Eſtates. 


We Will and Provide in this Caſe, that our ſaid Children ſhall 

remain with Madam the Princeſs of e, Our beloved Spoufe, 
their Lady and Mother, to be Educated and Inſtructed, as be- 
cõmes perſons of their Quality, eſpecially our Daughters, till they 


OD 


And 
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But Our ſaid Son Wiliiam having attain'd the Age of Twenty 
Years, We will and intend, That he ſhall pay to our dear Spouſe, 
his Lady and Mother, out of the Revenue of his Eſtate, for the 


Education and Breeding of each of our Daughters, and for their 


Habits, the Sum of 6000 Livres Carolus pir Annumm, and this over 
and above the 2000 Livres, which he is obliged to pay Vearly to 
each of our ſaid Daughters for their particular Expences, as hath 


been more at large declared before, and this to continue till their 


ters ſhould be Married, We will and ordain, that our ſaid Daugh- 


arrival at Marriage Eſtate. HI 806 5177 


And if Our beloved Spouſe ſhould allo die before all our Daugh- 


ters remain with our Son Milliam, or our other Heirs ſubſtituted 


1 and appointed reſpectively, who 'ſhall alſo be obliged farther to 


ay Annually to each of our ſaid Daughters, for their Ha- 


bits, the Sum of Six Thouſand Livres Carolus, beſides the 1 wo 


Thouſand Livres per Annum for their particular Expences, as a- 
bove ſettled, and all this to continue till the time of their Mar- 


: riage. © | . | eee. 


Farther, We will, provide and ordain by theſe Preſents, that the 
Dowry of Ten Thouſand Livres Carolus Annual Rent, for which 


we ſtand Engag d to our ſaid dear Spouſe, by our Contract of 
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And our Will and Intention is, That whatſoever remains over 

and above the Expences of the Court, and the Education of- our 

ſaid Children, ſhall be well and faithfully employ d, to the profit 

and Advantage of our ſaid Son Milliam; and for default of him, 
to the Profit Of our other Heirs ſubſtituted and appointd. 


for the ſaid Dower of Ten thouſand Livres. 


Marriage, ſhall be enlarg'd and augmented to the Sum of Four- 
teen Thouſand of like Livres per Aunum; {0 that the ſaid. Lady 
hall receive and enjoy, after our Deceaſe, inſtead of the ſaid 
Ten Thonſand Livres, the ſum of Twenty Thouſand Livres Caro- 


Tus every Tear; for- Payment whereof, We particularly Charge 


our Lordſhips of Geertruydenberg, with the. Fiſheries; and the other 


Demains thereto belonging, as We had before Engag'd the ſaid 
Lordſhips, Fiſheries, and Domains in our ſaid Marriage-Contract, 


4 


4 


% 


and Table. 


And whereas, We have yielded, by the ſaid Contract of Mar- 
riage, That Our ſaid dear Spouſe ſhall, after our Deceaſe, chooſe 
for her Habitation, one of thoſe Houſes, which We have in the 
Country of Holland: And being diſpoſed to favour the ſaid Lady 
in this reſpe& more to her Advantage, We declare therefore, 
grant and ordain by theſe Preſents, that Our ſaid dear Spouſe may 
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„We win and defire Moreover, Thar all che Jewels and Jems as. 
alſo the Veſſels of Gold, Plate Gilt, or Silver, and whatſoever elſe 


is comprized in two Inventories or Lifts 3 which were 
made and Sign d by us the 1ſt of May, 1640, ſhall be and remain 
in the Poſſeſſion of our ſaid dear Spouſe, as being her proper 
Farther; we do hereby permit and allow our ſaid dear Spouſe, 
| the Uſe, during her Life, of ſo much Plate and Linnen, as the 


and remain 


ſaid Lady and our Heirs 


take and enjoy after Our Deceaſe, for. the Place of her Abode, 


Our two Houſes, ſituated in Holland, the one ſituate and being in 
the Nort- einde here at the Hague; the other near Ryſvicł, the 
ſame being furniſhed, as is neceſſary, vix. The Houſe near Ry 
wick, with the Moveables that ſhall be found there at the hour 
of My Deceaſe; and the Houſe at Nort.- einde, with ſuch. Furni- + 
ture, as Our ſaid dear Spopſe, and Our Heirs fhall judge requiſite 


and proper for the Service and Court of the ſaid Lady; accordin 


to her — {aid Houſes and Furniture, to be Inhabited, 
nd Poſſeſs d by the ſaid Lady, during her Life, Upon con- 


dition ſhe:keep the ſaid Houſes in due Repair. 
ding Our Heir to conform himſelf here- 


to, and to ſuffer our ſaid dear Spouſe, fully and perfectly to en- 


Uſed a 
Ordering and Comman 


joy the Effects of Our Will above mentioned. 


All which we declare to be Our laſt Will and Intention. .. And - + 
we do hereby moſt earneſtly entreat the High and Mighty Lords, the - 
States General, as alſo the Nobles, Grandees, and Powerful Lords, 
dhe States of fee On in particular, more eſpecially thoſe 


under whoſe Juri 


ſhall judge neceſlary for her Service. 
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which he could freely diſpoſe of; and concerns not that Part, 
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Oe ks les Majlly, 
The King of Great Britain. 
AT Written with His own Hand from the Camp 
: . of Oftille, the 3d of $ eptember, 1 695. 1 
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Y OU Intereſs your felf ſo far in the publick Good, that Tou 


muſt needs receive a particular Satisfaction, in hearing of the 
Surrender of the Caſtle of Namur, eſpecially conſidering the ſhare 
You had in that Enterprize, which could not poſſibly have ſuc- 
coeeded without the Aſſiſtance of Your Troops, whom I cannot - 
enough Commend; nor can be leſs pleaſed with the admirable : - 
2 Conduct of Your Generals. They have gained themſelves the 
greateſt Glory and Reputation by this Action; and I aſſure You, 


gag'd to you for aſſiſting me in an Enterprize of ſuch Conſe- 
quence, which it hath pleaſed God in his great Goodneſs to Bleſs ; 

. and, I hope, it will be a conſiderable Advantage to all the Allies: 
And You may aſſure your ſelf, I fhall ſlip no occafion of letting 
Lou ſee by the Effects, how much I am, &c. 7 
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